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Summer 2010

Greetings BC Chapter members,

In an effort to increase communication, connection and collegiality within our Chapter, we are launching a new initiative – a quarterly “newsletter” to bring you up to date on Chapter and other happenings.  In this, our inaugural issue, we fill you in on our 2010 AGM, review the 2010 CCPA Conference in PEI, highlight recent developments regarding counsellor regulation in BC, and provide an update from BCYT Director Kathy Mueller.

As always, we welcome your feedback on this and any other Chapter projects. Please feel free to contact either President Elect Kathleen Irvine (at KIrvine@adler.edu) or Past President Wendy Woloshyn (wendywoloshyn@gmail.com) about anything Chapter-related.  (More about Board leadership below...)

Enjoy!

BC Chapter 2010 AGM 

This year’s AGM was held Saturday May 1 at the Adler School of Professional Psychology in a bright, lovely room overlooking downtown Vancouver. Approximately 20 members were in attendance, including one who attended by Skype! Reports from each of Chapter (then) President Wendy Woloshyn, Chapter Treasurer Cheryl Austin, Communications Committee Member June Birch, Counsellor Regulation Task Group Representative (and President Elect) Kathleen Irvine, and BCYT CCPA Director Kathy Mueller were presented.  The counsellor regulation update in particular generated keen interest and a lively discussion.

This year’s Bev Abbey Service Award was also presented at the AGM – this year’s winner was Sue Maquignaz – congratulations again, Sue!! For more information regarding this award, including how to contribute to the award fund, please visit our Chapter webpage at http://www.ccpa-accp.ca/en/chapters/details/?ID=6.

As was mentioned in a recent notice, your 2010-2011 Chapter Board was also elected – please welcome your new Board: 
President - Vacant
President-Elect - Kathleen Irvine 
Past President – Wendy Woloshyn
Treasurer - Cheryl Austin 
Secretary – June Birch*
Director – Elsa Valenzuela*
Director - Paul Yeung* 
Director - Sandy Grimminck
Director - Chasidy Karpiuk
Director – Beverly Mennie*
Director - Shelley Brierley
BCYT Director / CCPA liaison - Kathy Mueller
*Elected at May 2010 AGM

You will note that our President position is currently vacant as Wendy Woloshyn’s two year term ended this year. Kathleen Irvine still has one year left as President Elect and has chosen to continue out that term until stepping into the President’s role. For the 2010-2011 year, Kathleen and Wendy will share Presidential duties. 

The meeting concluded with an excellent presentation on addictions by Cathy Patterson-Sterling, Director of Family Services, Sunshine Coast Health Centre. Our most sincere thanks again to Cathy for making the trip to Vancouver and for sharing your knowledge, experience, resources and humour with us!

Full details regarding the AGM will be contained in the meeting minutes. We will let you know via email once these have been posted on our Chapter webpage. Overall, the event was not only a chance to catch up on Chapter goings-on, but also a wonderful opportunity to network and connect with friends and colleagues.

2010 CCPA Conference – PEI, May 11 – 14, 2010 (by Kathleen Irvine)
 
The 45th Annual Conference for CCPA was held in Charlottetown, the birthplace of Canada. This year’s conference drew 386 participants from across Canada and beyond and provided a mix of social and educational opportunities. I have attended 5 or 6 these conferences since I joined CCPA in 1994 and decided three years ago to try and go every year if I can. I have been more involved in CCPA as a member of several chapters (BC, Social Justice, and Counsellor Educators) and this involvement with other counsellors contributed greatly to enjoying the conference.
I arrived on Tuesday afternoon and my days were very full right up to the closing ceremony on Friday afternoon. There were many educational sessions to choose from and some fun social events. 
Below are some of the highlights of the conference for me:
· Participating in the Social Justice Chapter. During every conference we try to raise money for a local non-profit agency and this year was the Women’s Network of PEI. We set up a booth to raffle a beautiful quilt handmade by one of our members (Jo-Anne Stoltz), a gift basket and a book on multicultural counselling written by two of our members (Nancy Arthur and Sandra Collins). Overall we raised $1000, which was very exciting. Other activities included an AGM and a conference presentation. Four of us presented an interactive workshop titled “Getting Down to Basics-Poverty, Mental Health and Counselors for Social Justice”
· Breakfast with some members of the BC Chapter – we were small in numbers but mighty!
· The Counsellor Educators Chapter meeting Tuesday afternoon, which included an AGM and sharing sessions on issues encountered in training counsellors. 
· The social events: the opening reception on Tuesday evening, which provided opportunities to reconnect and/or connect with counsellors from across the country: a Kitchen Party PEI style Wednesday evening with lobster and some local music and dancing; the Awards Banquet Thursday evening followed by dancing to the sounds of a local rock and roll band. 

· The plenary sessions by Dr. Benet Davetian from UPEI on Civility and Society: Inner and Outer Worlds and Hetty van Gurp (from BC) on “A New Vision for Our Schools” (and while I was unable to attend the third plenary session, presented by Kevin Cameron, I have heard from many attendees, including Wendy Woloshyn, that his speech was also excellent).

Next year the conference is in Ottawa and in 2012 in Calgary. I encourage each of you to come to these conferences for some excellent learning opportunities and to interact with counsellors from across Canada.

Update on Counsellor Regulation (presented at this year’s AGM)

The BC Task Group for Counsellor Regulation maintained active communication throughout the past year and Paul Yeung and Kathleen Irvine continue to participate in the Group and represent the interests of BC Chapter Canadian Certified Counsellors (CCCs).
The BC government has not made the establishment of a College for Counselling Therapists a priority at this time despite our presenting the government with documentation of 97% member support for this endeavour (based on the survey of all counselling organizations represented on the Task Group completed in January, 2009). Discussions at a Task Group meeting in January 2010 focused on how to increase government support for the designation of a College under the Health Professions Act. A subcommittee was formed to develop plans for lobbying MLAs and raising public awareness of the benefits of a College in BC. The benefits to the public include protection from harm and expanding access to mental health services. 
The Task Group continues to work on preparations for a College and a second meeting was held in March to address the issue of regulating specialties within a College (e.g., Art therapists, Music therapists, etc.). Subsequent to this meeting, a draft of guidelines was created for recognizing specialty designations under a College umbrella and CCC was included as a specialty designation in this document. 
Funding for the work of the Task Group is shared among the member groups on a per capita basis. With a contribution from CCPA National through the Legislative Support Fund (LSF), last year the BC Chapter contributed $5,364.  We anticipate that our financial contribution this year will be significantly smaller, and we plan to make ongoing applications to the LSF to support the limited funding available from the Chapter (noting that the only income for the Chapter comes from the $10 per year member fee).  In fact, we received word from CCPA just last week that our most recent application to the LSF, for $653.08, was successful!
For those of you interested in learning more about the history of the Task Group, “An Annotated Chronology Concerning the Designation of Counselling Therapists under the Health Professions Act”, prepared by legal counsel for the BC Association of Clinical Counsellors (BCACC), can be found on the BCACC’s website at http://www.bc-counsellors.org/college.aspx.
BCYT Director’s Report (Kathy Mueller)

The CCPA National Conference in Charlottetown was packed with excellent sessions and keynotes. Making choices was difficult, and thinking of members who were unable to attend further reinforced the importance of achieving a collection of distance media, online, audio or video workshops. We now have webinars listed on the website and I will send out a short poll on these to members in July, including questions that will guide my feedback to Barb McCallum on taping conference presentations. Feedback anytime directly by email (kathymueller@shaw.ca) is welcome. 

The report on the Board June 16 teleconference will be posted on the CCPA website. Congratulations to the BC Chapter Executive and Kathleen Irvine for a successful application to the Legislative Support Fund. Lots of work and vital support of your interests and the counselling profession as we get closer to regulation.
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