BC Chapter, Canadian Counselling Association

Annual General Meeting

May 7, 2009, 6:30 – 9:00 pm
SFU, Harbour Centre Campus, Vancouver
DRAFT Minutes
Attendance: Board members Wendy Woloshyn (President), Chasidy Karpiuk (President-elect), Patrice Keats (Treasurer), Pattie Metheral (Director), Serena Bunbury (Director), Sandy Grimminck (Director), Kathy Mueller (via Teleconference; Director), Cheryl Austin (TWU rep), Lulin Zheng (UBC rep), June Birch (SFU rep), Diana Liang (City U. Rep.), and approximately 10 additional Chapter members
1. Approval of Agenda

Moved by Chasidy Karpiuk, seconded by Patrice Keats, all in favour, none opposed
2. Approval of Minutes from May 2008 AGM

Moved by Pattie Metheral, seconded by June Birch, all in favour, none opposed
3. Amendment to BC Chapter Bylaws

· Motion:  Amend Article 7 of the BC Chapter By-Laws to include following section 7.2: “Amendments to the Constitution or By-Laws of the Chapter must be approved by the CCA Board of Directors.”
Wendy Woloshyn explained that this amendment was requested by CCA in 2008 at the time that the BC Chapter submitted Bylaw amendments relating to succession, changes in technology, etc. Discussion among members was invited. No discussion occurred. Moved by Wendy Woloshyn, seconded by Pattie Metheral, all in favour, none opposed.
4. BC Chapter Report (below) 

Wendy Woloshyn briefly reviewed the contents of the report which she recently submitted to CCA on the Chapter’s behalf. See attached copy below.

5. Treasurer's Report (below)

Patrice Keats summarized the contents of the Treasurer’s Report recently submitted to CCA. There was a brief discussion of the need for increased transparency regarding Chapter finances, and it was agreed that Patrice would prepare a more detailed budget summary of the Chapter’s income and expenses for member review. This is attached below, along with an updated version of the Report presented to members at the AGM.

There was also some discussion regarding the recently received invoice for 2008 expenses relating to the Chapter’s involvement in the Task Group for Counsellor Regulation, and a similar request for increased transparency. Wendy Woloshyn advised that the Chapter Board has already expressed a desire to Jim Browne (BCACC Executive Director) for increased detail and transparency regarding Task Group expenses going forward.
6. Update Regarding Counsellor Regulation in BC
Wendy Woloshyn provided an update on Task Group happenings, courtesy of Blythe Shepard, former Task Group representative for the Chapter as follows (with additional input from Chapter member in attendance Glen Grigg):

· At the request of the Canadian Professional Counsellors Association (CPCA), reps from the Task Group recently met with reps from the CPCA to discuss the CPCA rejoining the Task Group. The CPCA has chosen not to rejoin the TG at this time as the TG does not share its wish to require that TG members sign a written agreement regarding TG policy and procedures. A brief discussion on this point occurred.
· Kathleen Irvine and Paul Yeung, the new Chapter representatives on the Task Group, plan to meet with both Jim Browne and CCA President Elect Ron Lehr to discuss CCA / BC Chapter’s continued involvement and role on the Task Group. 

· Next steps for the Task Group seem to be developing competencies for counselling specialities while we await the change in government.

7. Update Regarding Online Communications Initiative 

Kathy Mueller and June Birch reported on the Chapter’s online communications initiative as follows (some of the details below were added post AGM):
There are currently two sites for online communications within the BC Chapter:


· http://www.bc-cca.ca – this is currently accessible to all members. This is maintained by Edward Peck, and is subject to an annual hosting cost and domain fee.
· http://knowcoach.ca – this is essentially a “test” site, and is accessible to all Chapter Board members, and to a group of 10 volunteers (Chapter members), who have agreed to test the site and provide feedback via a survey they will receive shortly. To use this site, a member login is required. June, Kathy and Paul will be presenting this site through a “cracker barrel” presentation at the National Conference in Saskatoon. There is currently no cost to this, however, this is not sustainable for the long term and future potential costs will need to be determined and addressed. The site name for this, KCBCCCC, stands for “KnowCoach British Columbia-Canadian Counselling Association Communications”; this is simply a pilot name and can be changed. To increase and improve the site and its use, more feedback is needed. Hopefully, this will be obtained by surveying both volunteers and those on the Chapter Board.

The Communications Committee consists of Kathy Mueller, June Birch, and Paul Yeung.

8. Election of Board Members 

The positions of President Elect, Treasurer, Secretary and four Directors at Large were up for election. These positions were filed by acclamation, and the Board for the 2009 - 2010 year is as follows:

President - Wendy Woloshyn 

President-Elect - Kathleen Irvine* 

Past President - Ruth Silverman 

Treasurer - Cheryl Austin* 

Secretary - Serena Bunbury*

Director - Pattie Metheral

Director - Paul Yeung  

Director - Sandy Grimminck*

Director - Chasidy Karpiuk*

Director - Patrice Keats*

Director - Shelley Brierley*

BCYT Director / CCA liaison - Kathy Mueller

* Elected at May 2009 AGM

9. Presentation of Bev Abbey Service Award 
The inaugural Bev Abbey Service Award was presented to June Birch, student representative from SFU. June received a certificate and a cheque for $150. Congratulations June!

10. Future Scheduling of AGM 

There was a discussion regarding future AGMs, and the issues of location, attendance through technology (e.g. Skype, teleconference), and alternating weekend and weeknight dates were explored with the hopes of increasing access and attendance. 

11. Other Business

Wendy Woloshyn mentioned CCA’s recently expressed wish to ensure that all CCA Chapter pages on the website are as standardized as possible and kept as bilingual as possible. Chapter Presidents have been asked to review their respective webpages by June 30, 2009 to ensure that they are up to date. Edward Peck’s comments regarding possible cost and timeliness issues relating to bilingual websites have been forwarded to CCA. 
12. Guest Speaker/Presentation - Dr. Duanita G. Eleniak, MSW RSW ATR PHD
Dr. Eleniak engaged us in a “hands on” workshop in which issues of spirit, co-creation, and intention were discussed and explored. She also introduced us to ideas and principles taken from her mentoring program for helping professionals which are designed to empower them to move through personal financial blocks in order that they build their counselling business on a strong economic base that allows them to serve to the highest of their potential. More information about Dr. Eleniak, her work and programs is available at www.duanita.com. 
_________________________________________________________________________
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BC CHAPTER REPORT

This report covers the period November 6, 2008 to April 30, 2009.

Submitted by:  Wendy Woloshyn
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We also have graduate student representatives from seven graduate university programs in this region:

Adler School of Professional Psychology (BC) – Vincent Belanger vbelanger@student.adler.edu 

City University (Vancouver Campus) – Diana Liang diana.liang@hotmail.com 
Simon Fraser University – June Birch jeb11@sfu.ca 
Trinity Western University – Cheryl Austin caustin100@shaw.ca 

University of British Columbia – Lulin Zheng  zslulin@yahoo.com 

University of Northern BC – Maggie Crain  crainm@unbc.ca 

University of Victoria – Nabiha Rawdah  nrawdah@uvic.ca 

Membership
At the time of writing this report, the BC Chapter had 445 members; 16 of those are Board members that are automatically a member of each Chapter. 
Past (last 6 months) and Planned Activities

We have an active executive that generally meets 4 times per year.  We have met three times since the last report:  November 6, 2008 and February 2 and March 9, 2009. Our next Board meeting is scheduled for May 7, 2009, and our AGM will occur immediately afterwards.

Our past and planned activities are as follows:

Election of Directors

On November 6, 2008, Serena Bunbury and Sandy Grimminck were elected as directors to replace Lisa Lanaway and Linda O’Neill for the interim period ending in May 2009. 

Task Group on Counsellor Regulation

In Fall 2008, Blythe Shepard stepped down as the CCA / BC Chapter representative on the BC Task Group on Counsellor Regulation, and was succeeded by Paul Yeung and Kathleen Irvine.  Blythe attended the Symposium on interjurisdictional mobility in November 2008 and the Task Group meeting on November 28, 2008, (at the latter, accompanied by Paul and Kathleen). Blythe also circulated a survey enquiring if CCA members living in BC support the formation of a new College of Counselling Therapists, established under the Health Professions Act, to regulate the profession of Counselling in BC. Out of the over 800 surveyed, 312 responded “yes”, and 10 responded “no”. Blythe continues to be available for guidance and support to Paul and Kathleen on an informal basis.

The Chapter received a $6,729 invoice for its 2008 participation on the Task Group. The Chapter applied to CCA’s Legislative Support Fund for assistance in paying this invoice, and received $3,364 from that fund for this purpose. 

In March 2009, Kathleen Irvine, as the Chapter’s representative, wrote a letter to Jim Browne expressing the Chapter’s desire and intention to both continue its participation on the Task Group and to obtain a transparent and detailed estimate of participation costs for the coming year.  Correspondence between the Task Group and the Chapter on this topic continue, and Kathleen and Paul Yeung hope to meet with Jim after receiving some further direction and input from CCA (Kathleen has sent an email to CCA in this regard, setting out Jim Browne’s most recent comments on the issue). 

No further Task Group meeting has been scheduled at this time, however, we anticipate the Chapter’s continued involvement with the Task Group will occur.

Communications Committee – knowCOACH site

At our November meeting, our Communications Committee (Kathy Mueller, June Birch, and Paul Yeung) presented for the Board’s consideration a set of four recommendations for e-communications within the Chapter. The first two of these recommendations related to the creation and use of a Moodle-based test site known as “BC-CCA Communications” in order to gain experience with features of the Moodle environment, to develop the look and feel for effective communications by the Chapter, and to assess the interest for building an online community of members of the Chapter. BC-CCA Communications is listed as a course site within the website knowcoach.ca . There is no cost to the Chapter for setting up the site or hosting it at this time, since it is being handled by Kathy Mueller who joined the Knowplace team in September as Community Coordinator of knowCOACH.ca. There is no expectation for continued use of Moodle if other avenues for Chapter communication prove more satisfactory.  The other two recommendations proposed the continued use of the Chapter website and listserve, and the continued research into options for an integrated approach to online communications. The Board approved these recommendations and it was agreed that Board members would test and use the knowCOACH Moodle site until our February 2009 meeting, at which time we would consider whether to move to a larger test group for the site, namely the Chapter as a whole. 

Since December, the Communications Committee and the Board have been using the Moodle-based site located at (http://knowcoach.ca) to find the best ways to manage discussions online. Main uses have been to post documents, minutes, carry out discussions and send quick news to all the Board.  These, by their nature, are all about the ‘business’ side of the Chapter.  We have not reached the stage of moving it out to the whole membership in BC yet.  The plan is to do that once we have tested it with a few Chapter members for more input.  

We are pleased with the response to a listserv call for volunteers in late March. These volunteers will try out the account creation, site navigation, and the visual appeal. Most importantly, we are looking for recommendations from these first volunteers and others we hope will follow in May and June on how to use our site to its greatest potential. Initial feedback tells us that some counsellors are already familiar with Moodle, having taken courses or taught online using Moodle. The communications committee will continue to advise the Board and work with volunteers over the next few months. We are presenting this project at the CCA National Conference in Saskatoon.

Bev Abbey Service Award

To date, we have raised $950 for the BASA; this amount represents both donations received and an allocation of Chapter funds. At our February 2 meeting, we set the annual amount of the Award at $150, and finalized the eligibility and application criteria for the Award.  This criteria and the application form were circulated electronically via the BC Chapter listserve and email in March and April 2009. The (extended) application deadline was April 25 / 09. The Board will identify this year’s recipient at the May 7 Board meeting, and present the Award at the AGM.

Information Sessions

On November 13 and December 6, 2008, Wendy Woloshyn and Chasidy Karpiuk presented information sessions at UBC and City University respectively about becoming a member of CCA. Chasidy and Serena Bunbury made a similar presentation at City University on February 21, 2009. All were well-attended.
Professional Development 

There has been no active ProD for some time. The Board, as advised by the Communications Committee, will continue to explore the use of our knowCOACH / Moodle site as a ProD tool / venue.

Financial Report

Pending.

Respectfully submitted,

Wendy Woloshyn, MA, CCC, RCC

President, BC Chapter

_________________________________________________________________________

CCA-BC Chapter

Treasurer’s Report

May 11/2009 (Correction)
This report presents the current status of the CCA-BC Chapter budget including revenue, expenditures (see details p.2), and financial plans for this coming year. 

In discussion with the Board Executive, we committed to focus our resources on increasing the communication possibilities between members within British Columbia. We have launched our first initiative with an on-line conference/discussion. Future costs for this initiative are yet to be determined. 

As ongoing expenses, we continue support for one member to participate in the CCA National Conference ($500 per year) and one member’s participation in the BC Task Group Cost ($200-400 annually). In addition, the Task Group determined the portion of our chapter’s contribution to the ongoing costs of the Task Group’s counsellor regulation process this past year as $6729.53. We were advised that this number was arrived at as follows:

· Total Task Group expenses were $36,877.10, composed of $1,544 for meeting expenses and $35,333.10 for consultants’ (George K Bryce and Catalysis) expenses. 

· Meeting expenses were apportioned among Task Group participants according to the number of organizations participating (i.e. 7). The BC Chapter was therefore billed 1/7 of the meeting expenses, or $220.51.

· Consultants’ expenses were apportioned based on the number of registered members per each participating organization. The total ($36,877.10) was divided by the total number of registered members represented on the Task Group (2459), resulting in a figure of $14.37 per registered member. As the BC Chapter had 446 registered members in 2008, we were charged $6,509.02 for our portion of the consultants’ expenses.
Since this amount was beyond our ability to manage, we applied to the CCA’s Legislative Support Fund. Our application was successful and the CCA Executive granted us $3364 to help cover the costs. In total we were able to send the Task Group $5364. Although this was less than the required amount, it was received as an accepted portion for the year. Some of our remaining current funds will be allocated for future costs related to this initiative. In the future, we have requested that the Task Group costs be broken down in detail so that we are able to understand the nature of the fees and plan for covering our portion in order to stay at the table for this important initiative. 

As of April 27 we had 1005.00 (855) in our Bev Abbey Award Fund. This year’s award amount ($150) is included in this total. We have $4692.55 remaining for 2009 expenses including conference support fees, website hosting/maintenance, bank fees, hosting AGM costs (food, honorarium for guest speakers, equipment, room rental), and other miscellaneous costs.

My term as treasurer ends this May 2009 AGM and I would like to express my thanks to, and appreciation for the work of the members of the CCA-BC Chapter Board. 

Report submitted by:

Patrice Keats, PhD

BC Chapter 

CANADIAN COUNSELLING ASSOCIATION

BUDGET SUMMARY FOR AGM MAY 7 2009

	
	May/08
	May/09

	Balance Forward 

Revenue

Membership Dues

Bev Abbey SA Contributions

Legislative Fund

TOTAL

Expenditures

AGM (food/rm/honorarium)

Task Group costs (total)
Office Expenses

Bank Services charge

Travel

Bev Abbey Service Award

Web/URL costs

Misc

General Savings

Chp contribution to BASA
TOTAL

Total Balance

(BASA)


	$3103.38
$3813.49

$  355.00
$7271.87

$ 149.21
$   52.35

$     0.00

$   77.00

$ 500.00

$       0.0

$ 309.35

$  43.00

($ 400.00)

($ 400.00)

$1130.91

$ 6141.96

( - 755.00)

( 5386.96)
	$6140.96

$2038.72

                        $    50.00

                        $3364.00

$11,593.68

$   245.01 (rm cost pending)

$5364.00

$    17.72

$    30.00

$      0.00

$  150.00

$  239.40

$      0.00

($ 400.00)

($ 200.00)

$6046.13

$5547.55
( -  855)

(4692.55)


Submitted by: Patrice Keats/ May 2009

